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Remembering Marilyn Senick 
 

The City of Independence has lost one of our most 

devoted leaders.  Community Services Director 

Marilyn Senick passed away peacefully on Thursday 

after a short illness.  

Marilyn began working for the City of Independence 

in 1996.  She joined Community Services as a Program 

Coordinator in 2002 and eventually was promoted to 

Director.  

Due to the coronavirus, she had been working from 

home.  In one of our last conversations, she made it 

very clear to me that she planned to return to work at 

the Civic Center.  She loved her job, colleagues, staff, 

and this community.   

Marilyn was intensely private and never liked attention or being in the spotlight.  It 

is ironic because she devoted her life to helping others. She nurtured her staff – 

sometimes with a stern hand, but still an open heart – to empower them to grow. 

Because of her leadership, the Community Services Department provided creative 

new programs and the high-level services residents have come to expect. 

While she told her staff not to offer candy to the children, she kept a stash of 

chocolate under her desk for visitors.  Marilyn had a big heart. She was incredibly 

proud of her staff.   Perhaps she didn’t share that with everyone, but she shared it 

with me.  Her legacy will be the selfless commitment she made to serve and enrich 

the lives of our residents.  
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Marilyn earned her undergraduate degree in communications and social work and 

went on to earn a Master's Degree in Social Work with a certificate in 

gerontology.  She also volunteered her time and talents to many organizations and 

was a member of the Kiwanis Club of Independence.   

Please keep Marilyn’s family in your prayers.  

 

 

Commemorating 9/11  
 
Nineteen years ago today, nearly 3,000 people perished 

in coordinated terrorist attacks in New York City, 

Washington, D.C., and Shanksville, PA.  It is a moment 

seared into memory like the assassinations of 

President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King.     

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, many 

commemorations were canceled this year which seems 

to make today even more somber.    



Let us never forget the innocent souls lost, the brave first responders who rushed to the 

rescue, and the surviving family and friends whose lives were changed forever.  Our hearts 

and prayers continue to be with those that were affected on that tragic day and well 

beyond.  

We also salute the brave military men and women who have served and continue to answer 

the call of duty to protect our country.   

 

Historic Rainfall  

Labor Day was no holiday for many homeowners who had to deal with water issues caused 

by the torrential rains that soaked most of Northeast Ohio.  More than 4-inches of rainfall 

accumulated, making Monday the third-wettest day ever recorded in Cleveland.  

Members of the Engineering and Service Departments responded to numerous calls from 

residents, and the Park staff cleaned Hemlock Trail and took action to prevent Elmwood 

Pond from flooding.   

Each weather event tests our crews and keeps us focused on finding long-term solutions to 

water issues.  We are also exploring ways to improve our ability to respond and track 

residents’ calls to eliminate delays.  I will have more information on that in the coming 

weeks.  

 

Downtown Development  

The City took a big step toward downtown development this week when City Council 

passed an ordinance authorizing the purchase of land and buildings at the corner of 

Brecksville and Stone Roads.  The Kin Properties at 6595 and 6571 Brecksville Road are 

adjacent to other downtown tracts the City owns.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The idea of developing the City’s downtown began in the 1980s.  This area has been under-

utilized for decades.   The purchase would allow the City to move forward with developers 

to create a comprehensive plan and put the land back into productive use.   In addition to 

maintenance-free housing, small businesses, and other venues, we will ask residents to 



share their ideas for creating a vibrant City center that aligns with our strong sense of 

community. 

 

2020 Census Deadline: September 30   

Under the Constitution, the Census is taken 

every ten years.  The population data determines 

the number of seats each state has in the U.S. 

House of Representatives and how hundreds of 

billions of dollars in federal funds are 

distributed to local communities. 

Knowing the number of people who reside in Cuyahoga County and Independence is 

important.  Let’s all do our part and make sure the City of Independence is counted and 

doesn’t lose funding. If you have not filled out the form or misplaced it, you can complete 

the 2020 Census online at https://my2020census.gov.. 

 

One Ballot, One Vote  

Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRosa is warning Ohio voters, 

“Don’t test our boards of election.” LaRosa announced this week 

that any Ohioan, who casts a mail-in ballot AND shows up at a 

polling place to vote again on Election Day, could be charged with 

voter fraud.   

 

Last weekend, the Ohio Secretary of State’s office mailed 

unsolicited absentee ballot applications to nearly 8 million registered voters as they have 

done during previous presidential elections. All registered voters can request a mail-in 

ballot online at 443vote.com.  Voters interested in checking on the status of their absentee 

ballot or ballot application should go to http://voteohio.gov/track. The first wave of 

absentee ballots will be mailed October 6.  

 

Fieldhouse Playground Shade Structure 

The Fieldhouse Playground Shade Structure 

project is complete. The 32' X 34' canopy 

stands over 15' high.  It will be well utilized 

by the Summer Camp and After School 

Programs.    

The Recreation staff continues to plan 

pandemic-safe fall programming, including 

youth sports, possible swim lessons, 

aquatic exercise classes, and outdoor movie 

events. 
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One Week Until Shred Saturday 

A reminder that Saturday, September 19 is 

Shred Day.  Residents and City employees 

may drop off up to eight boxes of 

paper/documents that will be immediately 

shredded in the truck that will be parked at 

City Hall between noon and 4 PM.  

You do not need to remove staples or paper 

clips. Just put all the boxes in your trunk so 

you can stay in your car. 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

 

 

 



Chalk the Walk Winners 

Congratulations to the creative winners of the Chalk the Walk contest. The winners 

were determined by the number of votes cast on Facebook.   Clockwise, L-R:  

First Place:   Kobak Family (235 votes) $100 

Second Place:  Dombroski Family (215 votes) $50 

Third Place:   Brown Family (186 votes) $25 

 

 

 

 

“Ready to Heat” Clam Bake Deadline 

 

 

A reminder that you have 

until next Friday, September 

18 to place your order(s) for 

the 2020 “Ready to Heat” 

Clam Bake.   

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/IndependenceOHRec/photos/


End-of-Summer Concerts    

The next two End-of-Summer Concerts will be at Elmwood Park and the October 1 

concert will return to the Bandstand on Public Square.  The updated schedule is posted 

here along with photos from Thursday’s concert with Buzzy J. and the Verbs:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If someone forwarded this email and you would prefer to receive it directly from Mayor Kurtz, please send your email 

address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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